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Grade 6  

ENGLISH 

Students will be empowered to become independent, creative, critical thinking readers, writers and orators. 
 
Assessment focuses on the three key skills of reading, writing, and speaking and listening. Through the year we will 
study the following units of work: 

● Autobiographical writing (introductory unit to the three key skills in English)  

● Skellig by David Almond (study of a novel) 

● Introduction to Shakespeare (study of short extracts from various plays) 

● Ballads (study of poetry focusing on the Ballad form) 

● Short Stories from Around the World (study of prose focusing on short stories)  

Reading: Students will be encouraged to build their skills of inference and analysis in order to understand the 
writer’s craft. They will be taught how to write convincingly about texts, and to appreciate the importance of 
context. 
 
Writing: Students will be supported to learn how to independently plan and structure extended pieces of writing. 
They will extend their repertoire of methods to engage the reader, including using literary devices. Accurate 
grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and spelling underpin good writing and these skills are taught throughout all 
units of work. 
 
Speaking and Listening: Students will learn through discussion and debate; role play, and presentation activities. 
Speaking and listening tasks also develop social skills such as appropriate modes of speech (e.g. levels of formality; 
how to express disagreement politely) and turn taking in discussion. 
 

MATHS 
 
We follow the Singapore Maths curriculum. In Grade 6 the topics and skills acquired are outlined below. 
 
Fractions:  
Students will be able to: 

(i) Divide a proper fraction by a whole number without calculator. 

(ii) Divide a whole number/proper fraction by a proper fraction without calculator. 

(iii) Solve word problems involving the 4 operations.  

Percentage: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) find the whole given a part and the percentage. 

(ii) Find percentage increase/decrease. 

(iii) Solve word problems involving percentage. 

Ratio: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) Establish the relationship between fraction and ratio. 

(ii) Solve word problems involving ratio including changing ratios. 

Distance, Time & Speed: 
Students will be able to: 

(i)  Understand the concepts of speed and average speed. 

(ii) Establish the relationship between distance, time and speed exclude conversion of units e.g. km/h to 

m/min. 

(iii) Solve up to 3-step word problems involving speed and average speed. 



 

3 
 

Algebra: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) Use a letter to represent an unknown number. 

(ii) Use notation, representations and interpretation of simple algebraic expressions. 

(iii) Simplify simple linear expressions excluding brackets. 

(iv) Evaluate simple linear expressions by substitution. 

(v) Solve simple linear equations involving whole number coefficient only in simple context. 

Area and Circumference of Circle: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) Find the area and circumference of circle. 

(ii) Find the area and perimeter of semi-circle and quarter circle. 

(iii) Find the area and perimeter of composite figures made up of square, rectangle, triangle, semi-circle 

and quarter circle. 

Volume of Cube and Cuboid: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) Find one dimension of a cuboid given its volume and other dimensions. 

(ii) Find the length of one edge of a cube given its volume. 

(iii) Find the height of a cuboid given its volume and base area. 

(iv) Find the area of a face of a cuboid given its volume and one dimension. 

(v) Use of square root and cube root. 

Special Quadrilaterals: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) Find unknown angles, without additional construction of lines, in geometric figures involving square, 

rectangle, triangle, parallelogram, rhombus and trapezium. 

Nets: 
Students will be able to: 

(i)  Identify and draw 2 D representations of cube, cuboid, cone, cylinder, prism and pyramid.  

(ii) Identify the nets of 3D solids of a cube, cuboid, prism and pyramid. 

(iii) Identify the solid which can be formed by a given net. 

Pie Charts: 
Students will be able to: 

(i) Read and interpret data from pie chart. 

Solve 1-step problems using data from tables/graphs. 
 

SCIENCE 
 Ecosystem/Ecology 

Students will be able to: 

I.   Identify predators and prey from commonly encountered animals  
II.   Identify features of predators and prey (Camouflage acute sense, armour, speed) 

III.    Drawing a food chain 
IV.    Building a food web 
V.    Sort organisms into a food chain  

VI.     Interpret evidence about food sources  
 
Projects  
Human impact on different ecosystem (oil spill, deforestation, coral bleaching) 
Investigation on non- native species, invasive species 
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Cells and Organisms 

Students will be able to: 

I.  Understand and apply basics of Microscopy  
II.   Prepare slides/specimen and correctly focus the microscope to view it  

III.   Prepare a cheek cell and other types of cell and compare  
IV.    Present on skeletal and muscular system.    Identify the pollen grain 3a-c 
V.    Describe living things 

VI.    Describe what happens to food in digestive system? 
 
Projects 
1.    3 D model of animal & plant cell & DNA structure 
2.    How does exercise make us feel fit in context of bones and muscles 
 

Magnetism and Electricity 

Students will be able to: 

I.   Investigate on how to light up a bulb  
II.  Identify conductors and insulators  

III.  Investigate bulbs in series  
IV. Investigate cells in series  
V.  Investigate parallel circuits  

VI.  Compare and contrast series and parallel circuits  
VII.  Find a fault in the circuit 

VIII.   Build Series and parallel circuits (with bulbs) 
IX.  Test magnets 
X. Describe what can a magnet to do? 

XI. Test strengths of magnets  
XII. Understand Law of magnets 

XIII.   Plot a magnetic field with a compass  
 
Projects 

I. Magnetic levitation 
II.  How can electricity make a magnet? 

III. Energy conservation project 
 
States of matter and particle model 
Students will be able to: 

I. Describe in writing and drawing the arrangement, proximity and motion of particles in solids, liquids and 
gases.  

II. Explain the particle model in solids, liquids and gases 
III. Explain the phenomenon of diffusion of bromine or nitrogen  
IV. Understand, plan and conduct the separation techniques. 

i. Purifying rock salt Lab 
ii. Getting pure water from sea water (distillation) 

iii.  What’s in a smarty? (Chromatography) 
V. Explain what’s in a solvent? 

VI. Understand solubility different solids, different solvents, different volumes, different temperatures  
 
Projects 

I.  Atomic models 
II. Separation techniques for different substances 
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HUMANITIES 
Geography: 
Students will address the idea of balanced and unbalanced communities. They will investigate how a community 
needs to maintain an equilibrium balance and how do communities become unbalanced (e.g. transport, clean 
water, recreation, rubbish, safety)? They will identify and question phenomena that impacts imbalance and 
balance (e.g. weather, climate, and Earth movements).  
 
Through effective research methods, students will identify how the discovery of useful natural resources such as 
water, coal, good or poor soil and plants affects/has affected the development of land and the distribution of 
goods and people for better and worse. They will consider how some groups of people transitioned from their 
nomadic lifestyle, following animal migration for food, to building settlements. Through researching settlements in 
their own country and region of the world, they identify how and why these settlements have grown and changed 
over time as a result of people finding out new things.  
 
Beginning with their local area, students will investigate residential, leisure and business areas and begin to 
consider the complex geographical factors, both human and physical, that exist. They will then compare and 
contrast their local area with another, either a rural village or an urban centre, identifying similarities and 
differences in the organisation of the two settlements. Students will then research the structure of one or more 
international organisations and evaluate their impact. 
 
History 
We live in an age when children are bombarded with information from a multitude of sources. A lot of that 
information is trying to give a specific point of view or present a one-sided perspective of certain events, and is 
often ‘unbalanced’.  Students will learn effective methods to discern balanced perspectives of important people, 
issues and events. They will gain an understanding of how reputations are created, why people form unbalanced 
opinions and what skills help determine whether historians are presenting balanced accounts. Students will 
research historical facts about historical figures and how and why views of these figure have changed over the 
years.  
 
Ever since humans learned to walk, they have been driven by the desire to discover new places to further their 
own wealth, knowledge or prestige. Students will investigate how exploration has affected society; for better and 
for worse across the timeline of human history. They will consider the motivations of explorers and the impact of 
discovery on the places discovered, the explorers’ home countries and beyond. In the final task students research 
20th century female explorers and construct and present convincing arguments for having particular explorers 
accepted into a museum’s hall of fame. 
 
As the world evolved and technological advances developed, students will discover societies such as the Mayans, 
Aztecs, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, and cultures within Asia and Africa, and consider how and why these societies 
changed and developed. They will identify differences between societies that are highly structured and those that 
are less so, researching what it was actually like to be part of a society from the past from the viewpoint of one 
group within the society in order to appreciate the complex issues that existed at the time. 
 
 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

Overview   

This course provides students with opportunities to learn about Judaism and to learn from Judaism. The 
curriculum covers 4 key areas: Jewish Values/Tikun Olam; Jewish History; Israel/ Zionism, and the 
Holocaust. The curriculum has been designed for SMMIS by our team of international educators.  

Students are encouraged to respond to and reflect on the lessons being taught with a strong emphasis on 
an understanding of the impact that Jewish History has had on the Jewish People today.  Jewish values 
have a central focus in this curriculum where students are encouraged to explore Jewish values from 
different perspectives that are thought provoking and meaningful. Each class focuses on Jewish values in 
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a way that highlights the distinctive contribution Judaism makes to the challenges of modern life.    

This course is taught in an interactive and dynamic way with students being expected to involved 
themselves in research projects and presentations.   

 Key Outcomes   

Jewish/Universal Values – Tikun Olam  

• To know and understand how the Jewish People have engaged in Social Action throughout the 
ages  

• To understand that Jews have a responsibility to have a positive impact on the world  

• To understand the many similarities Judaism has with other cultures and shared values   

• To develop a lifelong commitment to engaging with the universal values and integrating them into 
their lives    

• To engage in Social Action, as an expression of Jewish values, both inside and outside of the 
Jewish community  

  

Jewish History and the Jewish People  

• To know about and understand the origins and the development of Jewish History and the Jewish 
People  

• To identify with the diversity of individuals and groups that make up the Jewish People     

• To understand the impact Jewish History has had and continues to have on the Jewish People 
today   

Israel: Zionism  

• To know about and understand the history and development of the modern State of Israel  

• To appreciate Israel as central to the Jewish People  

• To develop a meaningful and life long relationship with the State of Israel  

Holocaust Studies  

• To know and understand the causes of World War Two and the Holocaust (Shoah)   

• To identify the evolution and spread of antisemitism, Anti-Jewish policies and propaganda  

• To identify the consequences of the Holocaust  

• To understand the impact the Holocaust has had and continues to have on the Jewish People 
today   

• To develop a meaningful way to remember and ensure that history doesn’t repeat itself  

 
LANGUAGES 

 
MFL Mandarin 
The Mandarin curriculum aims to develop the 4 essential skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students 
who study Mandarin sit the Youth Chinese Test (YCT) qualification appropriate to their level at the end of every 
academic year. Below is an outline of the curriculum content. 
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● Core vocabulary list of 250 words. 
● Develop listening and speaking of high-occurrence sentence patterns relating to basic survival. 

● Recognise high-occurrence Mandarin characters to aid recognition in electronic medium. 

● Ability to converse using skeletal sentences or large chunks of sentences about familiar topic. 

● Chinese culture appreciation in selected topics. 

MFL: Ivrit   
At SMMIS we follow the philosophy of full immersion of the Hebrew language, creating a rich Hebrew 
environment, which leads to a mastery of conversational and written Hebrew.   A progressive Hebrew 
language programme is introduced through the use of themes and concepts which are explored in 
Hebrew.   
  
Hebrew vocabulary holds a main focal point in the study of Hebrew and is emphasised with weekly lists 
and various games and activities. The students practice their language skills by reading and writing 
Hebrew in correlation to the topics taught in class.   
  
In Secondary School the students are divided based on their ability and proficiency in Hebrew. We ensure 
that an appropriate enrichment and levelling programme is implemented in all Hebrew classes.   
  
Secondary School students are expected to be able to write book reports and keep a journal in Hebrew 
using all the skills acquired. They practice and reinforce these skills through various level appropriate 
workbooks. Each class is given a set of Matarot, goals to achieve throughout the year.   
  
A special enrichment programme is offered to Hebrew speakers and the use of various workbooks 
relevant to each level is implemented.   
  
We follow the Israel Ministry of Education recommended syllabus for native Hebrew speakers.  
  
MFL: Ivrit, Ulpan Beginners   
We ensure that students that are new to the Hebrew language or that do not have enough prior 
language acquisition are placed in our Ulpan programme, which enables them to have a solid foundation 
before entering the mainstream classroom.   
  
In our Hebrew programme the students placed in Ulpan have an opportunity to move up to the next level 
once a set of goals are acquired. Students are monitored regularly throughout their time in Ulpan.  
 

WORLD RELIGION 

The purpose of World Religion at SMMIS is to provide students with opportunities to learn about and learn from 
the world’s major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. Various aspects of these religions 
are discussed, with knowledge and understanding being built up over the years. Grade 6 will focus on authority, 
purpose and meaning; rights and responsibilities and ethics and relationship. 

 

ART 
The Art curriculum follows the International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC) framework that revolves around the 
eight central learning dispositions: responsibility, adaptability, enquiry, morality, thoughtfulness, respect, 
communication and resilience. The curriculum aims to incorporate these life skills through the students’ 
appreciation of art. We seek to promote enthusiasm, a sense of increased personal responsibility and a sense of 
pride in the artwork produced. 
  
Skills: Students will learn how to effectively apply the elements of art (line, shape/form, colour, space, and texture) 
and the principles of design (unity, balance, movement, rhythm, emphasis/focal point and scale/proportion) in 
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order to accurately portray one and two-point perspectives, as well as draw and shade objects, people and faces in 
a realistic manner. They will also be able to combine these techniques with the application of tempera, water 
colours, and acrylic paints. 
  
Application: Besides the mediums mentioned above, students will be working with clay by using the pinch-pot, 
slab and coil methods of hand building, and multimedia such as art/colour pencils, oil/chalk pastels, charcoals, 
colour construction paper, scissors, glue, clay, cloth, paints, ink, bushes, beads, feathers, gems, mosaics, craft 
sticks, cardboard, etc. Students will be encouraged to work with various artistic styles of the past and modern time 
(Realism, Impressionism, Fauvism, Cubism, Pop, Surrealism and Abstract Expressionism) to broaden their artistic 
horizon. 
  
Objective: Our aim is to develop aesthetic values by providing students with the technical skills needed to perceive 
and interpret visual images in various media through realism and by using their imagination. Students will be 
exposed to the design process, creative problem solving, and to help them to see the connections beyond the art 
studio. Student will be able to recognize, distinguish and appreciate art and cultural influences of different cultures 
and historical periods and to analyse, compare, interpret, and evaluate one’s own art, the art of other students 
and of major artists. This is with the aim of enhancing creativity and to develop an awareness of each student's 
inherent creative potential. 

 
PE 

The P.E. curriculum is underpinned by the International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC), facilitating an environment 
for pupils to develop holistically, focusing on academic, social and lifelong skills such as respect, resilience and caring 
for others in a sporting context. These life skills are enhanced through real-life situations in outdoor and adventure 
activities.   
 
Through a skills-centred approach, we aim to provide students with an opportunity to acquire advanced sports skills 
and strategies focusing on effective performance (attacking, dribbling, teamwork) through a broad range of physical 
activities: 

● Ball games 
● Striking games 
● Athletics 
● Dance 
● Swimming activities 

 
By the end of grade 8, pupils are expected to perform a broad range of advanced sports skills, including the 
monitoring and evaluation of their own performance and that of their peers.  Furthermore, pupils should be able to 
swim a distance of over 50 meters in two different swimming strokes and perform a basic water rescue technique, 
as well as understanding the importance of leading a physical and active lifestyle.  Our curriculum ensures that our 
pupils acquire a knowledge of the benefits of physical activities at both a local and at an international context. 

 

DRAMA 
Our Drama curriculum focuses on developing the key dramatic skills of: 

● Making (exploring, devising, shaping, interpreting) 

● Performing (presenting and producing) 

● Responding (evaluating and applying knowledge and understanding). 

Students will learn drama games, movement, acting and stagecraft skills. The students can expect to develop; self-
confidence, imagination, cooperation, concentration, empathy, communication, coordination, problem solving, 
physical fitness and to develop an appreciation of the arts. 
 

MUSIC 

Our Music curriculum aims to develop an appreciation and love of Music in all students through the following aims 
and activities: 
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● perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 
traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians   

● learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to 
progress to the next level of musical excellence   

● understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-
related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 
notations 
 

PSHE (Personal Social, Health Education) 

PSHE is a developmental program of learning through which children of Grades 1-8 acquire the knowledge, skills 
and understanding to manage their lives now and in future. PSHE builds on the skills for students to develop 
effective relationships, assume greater responsibility and manage personal safety. It will introduce the students to 
a wider world and enable them to make an active contribution to their communities. 
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GRADE 7 

ENGLISH 

Students will be empowered to become independent, creative, critical thinking readers, writers and orators. 
 
Assessment focuses on the three key skills of reading, writing, and speaking and listening. Through the year we will 
study the following units of work: 

● Inspirational Speeches (study of argument/persuasive writing) 

● A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness (study of a novel) 

● Poetry – a text world approach (study of a selection of poetry pre-1900 and modern) 

● The Tempest by William Shakespeare (study of Shakespearean Comedy) 

● Frankenstein (playscript) adapted by Philip Pullman (study of a dramatic play) 

 

Reading: Students will be encouraged to build their skills of inference and analysis in order to understand the 
writer’s craft. They will be taught how to write convincingly about texts, and to appreciate the importance of 
context. 
 
Writing: Students will be supported to learn how to independently plan and structure extended pieces of writing. 
They will extend their repertoire of methods to engage the reader, including using literary devices. Accurate 
grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and spelling underpin good writing and these skills are taught throughout all 
units of work. 
 
Speaking and Listening: Students will learn through discussion and debate; role play, and presentation activities. 
Speaking and listening tasks also develop social skills such as appropriate modes of speech (e.g. levels of formality; 
how to express disagreement politely) and turn taking in discussion. 
 

MATHS 
 
Numbers and Operations 
Students will learn about: 

i. Primes and prime factorization 

ii. Finding highest common factor (HCF) and lowest common multiple (LCM), squares, cubes, square roots 

and cube roots by prime factorization. 

iii. Negative numbers, integers, rational numbers, real numbers and their four operations. 

iv. Calculations with calculator 

v. Representation and ordering of numbers on the number line. 

vi. Use of symbols; greater than, smaller than, greater and equals to, smaller and equals to. 

vii. Approximation and estimation (including rounding off numbers to a required number of decimal places or 

significant figures, and estimating the results of computation) 

Ratio and Proportion 
Students will learn about: 

i. Ratios involving rational numbers 

ii. writing a ratio in its simplest form 

iii. problems involving ratio. 

Percentage 
Students will learn about: 

i. expressing one quantity as a percentage of another 

ii. comparing two quantities by percentage 

iii. percentages greater than 100% 
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iv. increasing/decreasing a quantity by a given percentage (including concept of percentage point) 

v. reverse percentages 

vi. problems involving percentages 

Rate and Speed 
Students will learn about: 

i. concepts of average rate, speed, constant speed and average speed. 

ii. conversion of units (e.g. km/h to m/s) 

iii. problems involving rate and speed. 

Algebraic expressions and formulae 
Students will learn about: 

i. using letters to represent numbers 

ii. interpreting algebraic notations 

iii. evaluation of algebraic expressions and formulae 

iv. translation of simple real-world situations into algebraic expressions. 

v. recognising and representing patterns/relationships by finding an algebraic expression for the nth term 

vi. addition and subtraction of linear expressions. 

vii. simplification of linear expressions  

viii. use brackets and extract common factors 

Functions and Graphs 
Students will learn about: 

i. Cartesian coordinates in two dimensions 

ii. graph of a set of ordered pairs as a representation of a relationship between two variables 

iii. the idea of linear functions 

iv. graphs of linear functions 

v. the gradient of a linear graph as the ratio of the vertical change to the horizontal change (positive and 

negative gradients)  

Equations and Inequalities 
Students will learn about: 

i. concepts of equation and inequality 

ii. solving linear equations in one variable 

iii. solving simple inequalities 

iv. solving simple fractional equations that can be reduced to simple linear equations 

v. formulating a linear equation in one variable to solve problems 

Problems in real-world contexts 
Students will learn about: 

i. solving problems based on real-world contexts: (i) in everyday life (including travel plans, transport 

schedules, sports and games, recipes, etc.) and (ii) involving personal and household finance (including 

simple interest, taxation, instalments, utilities bills, money exchange, etc.) 

ii. interpreting and analyzing data from tables and graphs, including distance-time and speed0time graphs. 

iii. interpreting the solution in the context of the problem 

iv. identifying assumptions made and the limitations of the solution. 

Angles, triangles and polygons 
Students will learn about: 

i. right, acute, obtuse and reflex angles 

ii. vertically opposite angles, angles on a straight line, angles at a point 

iii. angles at a point 
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iv. angles formed by two parallel lines and a transversal 

v. properties of triangles, special quadrilaterals and regular polygons (pentagon, hexagon, octagon and 

decagon), including symmetry properties 

vi. angle sum of interior and exterior angles of any convex polygon. 

vii. classifying special quadrilaterals on the basis of their properties. 

viii. properties of perpendicular bisectors of line segments and angle bisectors. 

ix. construction of simple geometrical figures from given data (including perpendicular bisectors and angle 

bisectors) using compasses, ruler, set squares and protractors, where appropriate. 

Mensuration 
Students will learn about: 

i. area of parallelogram and trapezium 

ii. problems involving perimeter and area of plane figures 

iii. volume and surface area of prism and cylinder 

iv. conversion between square centimetres and square metres, and between cubic centimetres and cubic 

metres. 

v. problems involving volume and surface area of composite solids. 

Statistics and Probability 
Students will learn about: 

i. analysis and interpretation of tables, bar graphs, pictograms, line graphs and pie charts. 

ii. purposes and uses, advantages and disadvantages of the different forms of statistical representations 

iii. explaining why a given statistical diagram leads to misinterpretation of data. 

SCIENCE 
 
Microbes, diseases and vaccination 
The students will learn to: 

I. Explain the kinds of different microbes  
II. Investigate on pathogens 

III. Identify yeast cells  
IV. Explain the properties of good microbes 
V. Understand and explain the respiration in yeast  

VI. Investigate whether microbes can be harmful 
VII. Understand the importance of Vaccination & construct herd immunity graph  

VIII.  Draw and label different pathogens  
IX. Identify white blood cells 
X. Understand the importance of immunisation 

Projects 
I.   Produce a leaflet giving advice on avoiding infection 

II.   Research on disease carrying pathogens in Ebola,  
                 Nipah, HFMD, Cholera and measles- communicable non- communicable diseases  

III.   Preventive vaccines and their importance  
 
Forces and motion 
The students will learn to: 

I. Explain speed in terms of distance and time and use speed graphs to determine head starts. 

II. Transform narrative accounts of motion events into graphic representations. 

III. Explain the difference between displacement and distance. 

IV. Conduct experiments to acquire distance or displacement and time data to determine speed, velocity,  
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V. Analyze illustrations of forces in motion. 

VI. Describe change of motion as a result of net force. 

VII. Determine the relationship between mass and the force of gravity using spring scales, and explain gravity as 

a universal force. 

VIII. Differentiate mass and weight 

IX. Explain balanced and unbalanced forces and resultant force diagram 

X. Explore friction, gravity and floatation 

Projects  
I. Mars inside out  

II.  Satellites  
III. Intergalactic tour poster  
IV. Space journey  
V. Gravity projects  

VI. Testing gravity on different objects  
VII. Meaning of high tide and low tide with respect to gravity  

VIII. Space station model  
 
Material properties and changes 

The students will learn to: 

I. Identify different materials and their properties 

II. Identify the lab equipment and Hazard symbols  

III. learn fundamental properties of atom, element, compound and mixtures. 

IV. Differentiate reversible and irreversible changes 

V. Differentiate physical and chemical changes 
VI. Construct a chemical formula of a compound 

VII. Observe the characteristics of reactions and explain that a reaction changes initial substances (reactants) 
into new, different substances. 

VIII. Use atom models and chemical formulas to demonstrate how reactants rearrange during chemical reactions 
to form new substances. 

IX. Explore the concepts of Acids, bases and salts using different indicators 
X. Understand the meaning of neutralisation reactions 

XI. Acquire vocabulary associated with chemical interaction concepts: matter, substance, element, periodic 
table of the elements, particle, atom, molecule, compound, energy, mixture and chemical reaction. 

  Projects  
I. Build an atom model/atomic structure of different elements   

II. Research on natural indicators and their uses 
III. Chemical reaction in human body –  
IV. Indigestion remedy Antacid  
V. PH level of soil and how does it affect the crop?  

 
Plant, variation and classification 
The students will learn to: 
  

I. Understand the role of roots in photosynthesis 
II. Understand transpiration 

III. Explore on how Does leaf surface area affect the movement of water through a plant? 
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IV. Observe xylem and phloem that transport materials, water through the plants   
V. Observe pollen through a microscope 

VI.  Explain how structure relates to seed dispersal  
VII.  Plan an investigation in to seed dispersal  

VIII. Investigate seed germination  
IX. Design a selective breeding programme to produce a plant with particular characteristics, given a set of 

individuals to use as parents.  
X. Reason the causes variation   

XI. Differentiate inhaled and exhaled air  
XII. Understand the respiration on yeast  

 
Projects 
 

I. 3D flower model  
II.  Flower model  

III. Climatic /physical /biological Factors affecting seed germinations 
 

HUMANITIES 
Geography: 
In many places around the world, traditional ways of life are under threat as the result of an expanding global 
population and the corresponding increase in demand for resources. For many groups of people, the ways in which 
they have always lived are in danger of disappearing, along with the environments on which their culture is based. 
Standing up to a powerful majority requires bravery, both from members of the communities affected and their 
advocates around the world. Students will explore ways in which different indigenous groups of people try to 
remain true to themselves and their culture. They will examine the factors that are threatening traditional ways of 
life and will then investigate the people who have demonstrated their bravery in attempting to protect their ability 
to be true to themselves and their cultural identity.  
 
Students will discern through the issue of climate change and enhanced global warming, developing an awareness 
of the challenges facing the world’s population in the future, especially those relating to climate change, and how 
the actions chosen by individuals, governments and other groups impact upon these challenges. 
 
The persistent pursuit of new sources of energy has brought with it incredible success. In pre-Industrial times, 
persistent exploitation of the power of fire, water, wind, animals and even people without doubt enabled humans 
to develop as a species. Students will examine the innate persistence of people, both in the past and today, who 
contributed to our ability to exploit the world’s fossil fuels. They will investigate the future of fossil fuels: how 
much coal, oil and gas still remains to be used, and the debates surrounding the cost of making use of these 
reserves, identifying ways in which they will need to be persistent in overcoming problems with using renewable 
sources of energy, and ways in which their lifestyles may need to change if we are to continue to be a ‘sustainable’ 
species now, and in the future. 
 
History: 
Liberal societies tend to be based on the belief that the myriad differences between individuals and groups of 
people are valid, important and often to be celebrated. These differences are seen to contribute to the richness 
and diversity of contemporary culture. Such liberalism rests on a secure basis of accepted civil rights for all 
individuals and their individuality. Students will analyse the way in which entire generations of Australian children 
were taken from their families and communities as part of the process of ‘civilising’ Australia initiated by the white 
settlers. They will explore the way in which the ‘stolen generation’ were prevented from being themselves, and 
will look at the ways in which the victims of this responded to their experiences. They will then study examples of 
bravery; people who resisted and tried to stay true to themselves and their culture. They will examine the process 
by which the government changed its policy towards aboriginal children and what measures were introduced in 
order to create a different kind of society, in which everyone in Australia would have the right to be true to 
themselves. 
 
As individuals, we all make decisions and choices every day, all day long. Regardless of whether we give 
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consideration to our actions or just act, we are responsible for the consequences of the actions, whether they are 
good or bad. Studying examples of significant success in the past gives students the opportunity to explore the 
journey taken by those involved before the final goal was achieved. They can identify the strategies used to 
determine how and why different individuals, communities and even whole societies have been successful. More 
importantly, they can also analyse the ways in which people in the past have responded to the setbacks they faced. 
In doing so, students can draw inspiration from the ways in which people in the past persisted in their aims, even 
when they did not immediately achieve their objectives. 
 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

Overview   
This course provides students with opportunities to learn about Judaism and to learn from Judaism. The 
curriculum covers 4 key areas: Jewish Values/ Tikun Olam; Jewish History; Israel/ Zionism, and the 
Holocaust. The curriculum has been designed for SMMIS by our team of international educators.  
  
Students are encouraged to respond to and reflect on the lessons being taught with a strong emphasis on 
an understanding of the impact that Jewish History has had on the Jewish People today.  Jewish values 
have a central focus in this curriculum where students are encouraged to explore Jewish values from 
different perspectives that are thought provoking and meaningful. Each class focuses on Jewish values in 
a way that highlights the distinctive contribution Judaism makes to the challenges of modern life.    
  
This course is taught in an interactive and dynamic way with students being expected to involve 
themselves in research projects and presentations.   
  
Key Outcomes   
Jewish/Universal Values – Tikun Olam  

• To know and understand how the Jewish People have engaged in Social Action throughout the ages  
• To understand that Jews have a responsibility to have a positive impact on the world  
• To understand the many similarities Judaism has with other cultures and shared values   
• To develop a lifelong commitment to engaging with the universal values and integrating them into 

their lives    
• To engage in Social Action, as an expression of Jewish values, both inside and outside of the Jewish 

community  
  
Jewish History and the Jewish People  

• To know about and understand the origins and the development of Jewish History and the Jewish 
People  

• To identify with the diversity of individuals and groups that make up the Jewish People     
• To understand the impact Jewish History has had and continues to have on the Jewish People today  

  
Israel: Zionism  

• To know about and understand the history and development of the modern State of Israel  
• To appreciate Israel as central to the Jewish People  
• To develop a meaningful and life long relationship with the State of Israel  

 
Holocaust Studies  

• To know and understand the causes of World War Two and the Holocaust (Shoah)   
• To identify the evolution and spread of antisemitism, Anti-Jewish policies and propaganda  
• To identify the consequences of the Holocaust  
• To understand the impact the Holocaust has had and continues to have on the Jewish People today   
• To develop a meaningful way to remember and ensure that history doesn’t repeat itself  
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LANGUAGES 

MFL MANDARIN 
 
The Mandarin curriculum aims to develop the 4 essential skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students 
who study Mandarin sit the Youth Chinese Test (YCT) qualification appropriate to their level at the end of every 
academic year. Below is an outline of the curriculum content:  
 

● Core vocabulary list of 300 words. 
● Develop listening and speaking of high-occurrence sentence patterns relating to social interaction. 
● Comfortable in recognizing high-occurrence Mandarin characters and ability to utilize electronic medium in 

Mandarin application. 
● Able to use Mandarin to do simple and direct conversation about familiar topic in social settings. 
● Chinese culture appreciation in selected topics. 

 
MFL: Ivrit   
At SMMIS we follow the philosophy of full immersion of the Hebrew language, creating a rich Hebrew 
environment, which leads to a mastery of conversational and written Hebrew.   A progressive Hebrew 
language programme is introduced through the use of themes and concepts which are explored in 
Hebrew.   
  
Hebrew vocabulary holds a main focal point in the study of Hebrew and is emphasised with weekly lists 
and various games and activities. The students practice their language skills by reading and writing 
Hebrew in correlation to the topics taught in class.   
  
In Secondary School the students are divided based on their ability and proficiency in Hebrew. We ensure 
that an appropriate enrichment and levelling programme is implemented in all Hebrew classes.   
  
Secondary School students are expected to be able to write book reports and keep a journal in Hebrew 
using all the skills acquired. They practice and reinforce these skills through various level appropriate 
workbooks. Each class is given a set of Matarot, goals to achieve throughout the year.   
  
A special enrichment programme is offered to Hebrew speakers and the use of various workbooks 
relevant to each level is implemented.   
  
We follow the Israel Ministry of Education recommended syllabus for native Hebrew speakers.  
  
MFL: Ivrit, Ulpan Beginners   
We ensure that students that are new to the Hebrew language or that do not have enough prior 
language acquisition are placed in our Ulpan programme, which enables them to have a solid foundation 
before entering the mainstream classroom.   
  
In our Hebrew programme the students placed in Ulpan have an opportunity to move up to the next level 
once a set of goals are acquired. Students are monitored regularly throughout their time in Ulpan.  

 

WORLD RELIGION 

The purpose of World Religion at SMMIS is to provide students with opportunities to learn about and learn from 
the world’s major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. Various aspects of these religions 
are discussed, with knowledge and understanding being built up over the years. Grade 7 will focus on rights and 
responsibilities; ethics and relationships and global issues.  
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ART 

The Art curriculum follows the International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC) framework that revolves around the 
eight central learning dispositions: responsibility, adaptability, enquiry, morality, thoughtfulness, respect, 
communication and reliance. The curriculum aims to incorporate these life skills through the students’ 
appreciation of art. We seek to promote enthusiasm, a sense of increased personal responsibility and a sense of 
pride in the artwork produced. 
  
Skills: Students will learn how to effectively apply the elements of art (line, shape/form, colour, space, and texture) 
and the principles of design (unity, balance, movement, rhythm, emphasis/focal point and scale/proportion) in 
order to accurately portray one and two-point perspectives, as well as draw and shade objects, people and faces in 
a realistic manner. They will also be able to combine these techniques with the application of tempera, water 
colours, and acrylic paints. 
 
Application: Besides the mediums mentioned above, students will be working with clay by using the pinch-pot, 
slab and coil methods of hand building, and multi-media such as art/colour pencils, oil/chalk pastels, charcoals, 
colour construction paper, scissors, glue, clay, cloth, paints, ink, bushes, beads, feathers, gems, mosaics, craft 
sticks, card board, etc. Students will be encouraged to work with various artistic styles of the past and modern 
time (Realism, Impressionism, Fauvism, Cubism, Pop, Surrealism and Abstract Expressionism) to broaden their 
artistic horizon. 
  
Objective: Our aim is to develop aesthetic values by providing students with the technical skills needed to perceive 
and interpret visual images in various media through realism and by using their imagination. Students will be 
exposed to the design process, creative problem solving, and to help them to see the connections beyond the art 
studio. Student will be able to recognize, distinguish and appreciate art and cultural influences of different cultures 
and historical periods and to analyse, compare, interpret, and evaluate one’s own art, the art of other students 
and of major artists. This is with the aim of enhancing creativity and to develop an awareness of each student's 
inherent creative potential. 
 

PE 

The P.E. curriculum is underpinned by the International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC), facilitating an environment 
for pupils to develop holistically focusing on academic, social and lifelong skills such as respect, resilience and caring 
for others in a sporting context.   These life skills are enhanced through real-life situations in outdoor and adventure 
activities.   
 
Through a skills centred approach, we aim to provide students with an opportunity to acquire advanced sports skills 
and strategies focusing on effective performance (attacking, dribbling, teamwork) through a broad range of physical 
activities: 

● Ball games 
● Striking games 
● Athletics 
● Dance 
● Swimming activities 

 
By the end of grade 8, pupils are expected to perform a broad range of advanced sports skills, including the 
monitoring and evaluation of their own performance and that of their peers.  Furthermore, pupils should be able to 
swim a distance of over 50 meters in two different swimming strokes and perform a basic water rescue technique, 
as well as understanding the importance of leading a physical and active lifestyle.  Our curriculum ensures that our 
pupils acquire a knowledge of the benefits of physical activities at both a local and at an international context. 
 

DRAMA 

Our Drama curriculum focuses on developing the key dramatic skills of: 
 

● Making (exploring, devising, shaping, interpreting) 



 

19 
 

● Performing (presenting and producing) 

● Responding (evaluating and applying knowledge and understanding). 

 
Students will learn drama games, movement, acting and stagecraft skills. The students can expect to develop; self-
confidence, imagination, cooperation, concentration, empathy, communication, coordination, problem solving, 
physical fitness and to develop an appreciation of the arts. 
 

MUSIC 

Our Music curriculum aims to develop an appreciation and love of Music in all students through the following aims 
and activities: 
 

● perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 
traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians   

● learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to 
progress to the next level of musical excellence   

● understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-
related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 
notations 

 

PSHE (Personal Social, Health Education) 

PSHE is a developmental program of learning through which children of Grades 1-8 acquire the knowledge, skills 
and understanding to manage their lives now and in future. PSHE builds on the skills for students to develop 
effective relationships, assume greater responsibility and manage personal safety. It will introduce the students to 
a wider world and enable them to make an active contribution to their communities. 
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GRADE 8 

ENGLISH 

Students will be empowered to become independent, creative, critical thinking readers, writers and orators. 
 
Assessment focuses on the three key skills of reading, writing, and speaking and listening. Through the year we will 
study the following units of work: 

● Portraits of People (study of selected poetry pre-1900 and modern) 

● The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (study of a novel) 

● Creative writing inspired by 19th century texts (developing the writer’s craft) 

● Sir Gawain and the Green Knight trans. By Simon Armitage (study of an epic poem and the History of the 

English Language) 

● Macbeth by William Shakespeare (study of Shakespearean Tragedy) 

 

Reading: Students will be encouraged to build their skills of inference and analysis in order to understand the 
writer’s craft. They will be taught how to write convincingly about texts, and to appreciate the importance of 
context. 
Writing: Students will be supported to learn how to independently plan and structure extended pieces of writing. 
They will extend their repertoire of methods to engage the reader, including using literary devices. Accurate 
grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and spelling underpin good writing and these skills are taught throughout all 
units of work. 
Speaking and Listening: Students will learn through discussion and debate; role play, and presentation activities. 
Speaking and listening tasks also develop social skills such as appropriate modes of speech (e.g. levels of formality; 
how to express disagreement politely) and turn taking in discussion. 

 

MATHS 
 
Ratio and Proportion 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Map scales (distance and area) 

(ii) Direct and inverse proportion 

Algebraic Expressions and Formulae 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Expansion of the product of Algebraic expressions 

(ii) Changing the subject of a formula 

(iii) Finding the value of an unknown quantity in a given formula 

(iv) Use of special products of Algebraic expressions 

(v) Factorisation of linear expressions 

(vi) Factorisation of quadratic expressions 

(vii) Multiplication and division of simple algebraic fractions 

(viii) Addition and subtraction of algebraic fractions with linear or quadratic denominator 

Functions and Graphs 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Quadratic functions 

(ii) Graphs of quadratic functions and their properties: (a) positive or negative coefficient of x-squared, (b) 

maximum and minimum points, (c) symmetry 

Equations and Inequalities 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Graphs of linear equations in two variables 



 

22 
 

(ii) Solving simultaneous linear equations in two variables by (a) substitution and elimination methods and 

(b) graphical method 

(iii) Solving quadratic equations in one variable by factorization 

(iv) Formulating a pair of linear equations in two variables to solve problems 

Problems in real-world context 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Solving problems based on real-world contexts: (a) in everyday life and (b) involving personal and 

household finance. 

(ii) Interpreting and analyzing data from tables and graphs, including distance-time and speed-time graphs 

(iii) Interpreting the solution in the context of the problem 

(iv) Identifying assumptions made and the limitations of the solution 

Congruence and Similarity 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Congruent figures 

(ii) Similar figures 

(iii) Properties of similar triangles and polygons: (a) corresponding angles are equal and (b) corresponding 

sides are proportional 

(iv) Enlargement and reduction of a plane figure 

(v) Scale drawings 

(vi) Solving simple problems involving congruence and similarity 

Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Use of Pythagoras’ theorem 

(ii) Determining whether a triangle is right-angled given the lengths of three sides 

(iii) Use of trigonometric ratios of acute angles to calculate unknown sides and angles in right-angled 

triangles. 

Mensuration 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Volume and surface area of pyramid, cone and sphere 

Data Analysis 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Analysis and interpretation of (a) dot diagrams, (b) histograms and (c) stem-and-leaf diagrams 

(ii) Purposes and uses, advantages and disadvantages of the different forms of statistical representations 

(iii) Explaining why a given statistical diagram leads to misinterpretation of data 

(iv) Mean, mode and median as measures of central tendency for a set of data 

(v) Purposes and use of mean, mode and median 

(vi) Calculation of the mean for grouped data 

 
Probability 
Students will learn about: 

(i) Probability as a measure of chance 

(ii) Probability of single events (including listing all the possible outcomes in a simple chance situation to 

calculate probability) 
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SCIENCE 
E-waste, Natural cycles and rusting 

The students will learn to: 

I. Prepare an E- survey and conduct a poll and analyze the results  
II. Investigate Corrosion  

III. Investigate combustion and explore the requirements for combustion to occur 
IV. Investigate and explore research tasks from Community unit of IMYC 

 
Projects 

I. Feasibility study on different alternative Sources of energy in Singapore  
II. Presentation on Nitrogen cycle   

III. Importance of leguminous plants  
IV. How does the level of carbon dioxide differ?  
V. Other research questions from IMYC 

 
 
Light and Sound  

The students will learn to: 

 
I. Investigate how does light travel 

II. The effect of light on materials  
III.  Investigate how do we see things 
IV. Observe how does light reflect in a plane mirror  
V. Calculate focal length of concave mirror 

VI. Calculate focal length of convex lens 
VII. Observe convergence in lens 

VIII. Explore refraction of light 
IX. Explore how are different sounds made  
X. Investigate sound – Tuning fork experiment 

XI. Explore how does sound travel through solids, liquid sand gases 
XII. Explain through particle model 

XIII. Understand the audible range 
XIV. Identify properties of sound waves 
XV. Differentiate light and sound waves 

 
Projects 

I. Sound barriers for high way attenuation 
II. Making musical instruments  

III. History and invention of radio broadcasting  
IV. Acoustics in buildings and how to reduce echo in concert halls 

 
 
Material properties and changes 

The students will learn to: 

I. Identify different materials and their properties 
II. Identify the lab equipment and Hazard symbols  
III. learn fundamental properties of atom, element, compound and mixtures. 
IV. Differentiate reversible and irreversible changes 
V. Differentiate physical and chemical changes 
VI. Construct a chemical formula of a compound 
VII. Observe the characteristics of reactions and explain that a reaction changes initial substances (reactants) 
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into new, different substances. 
VIII. Use atom models and chemical formulas to demonstrate how reactants rearrange during chemical reactions 

to form new substances. 
IX. Explore the concepts of Acids, bases and salts using different indicators 
X. Understand the meaning of neutralisation reactions 
XI. Acquire vocabulary associated with chemical interaction concepts: matter, substance, element, periodic 

table of the elements, particle, atom, molecule, compound, energy, mixture and chemical reaction. 

  Projects  
I. Build an atom model/atomic structure of different elements   
II. Research on natural indicators and their uses 
III. Chemical reaction in human body –  
IV. Indigestion remedy Antacid  
V. PH level of soil and how does it affect the crop?  

 
Plant, variation and classification 
The students will learn to: 
  

I. Understand the role of roots in photosynthesis 
II. Understand transpiration 

III. Explore on how Does leaf surface area affect the movement of water through a plant? 
IV. Observe xylem and phloem that transport materials, water through the plants   
V. Observe pollen through a microscope 

VI.  Explain how structure relates to seed dispersal  
VII. Plan an investigation in to seed dispersal  

VIII. Investigate seed germination  
IX. Design a selective breeding programme to produce a plant with particular characteristics, given a set of 

individuals to use as parents.  
X. Reason the causes variation   

XI. Differentiate inhaled and exhaled air  
XII. Understand the respiration on yeast  

 
Projects 

I. 3D flower model  
II. Flower model  

III. Climatic /physical /biological Factors affecting seed germinations 
 

HUMANITIES 
Geography: 
 
Students will learn about some of the ways in which individuals or organisations can make a real difference to 
people’s lives, by influencing others to support them in their humanitarian work in the community. By considering 
the role of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), students will reflect on the leadership qualities of values, vision 
and visible results to develop their awareness of how communities can be empowered to make a real difference of 
people and places. Students will explore the ways in which people become leaders, as well as the skills and methods 
of effective leadership and their impact on teams. Students will have the opportunity to determine their current 
leadership style and practise their leadership skills in a variety of interactive learning activities. They will also examine 
ways in which the media influences leadership, through different modes of propaganda, coercion and power. 
 
An important geographical concept is that the world has sufficient resources for the entire population to be 
adequately housed, fed and enjoy a life in which they do not have to fear absolute poverty. The issue is not the lack 
of resources, but one of their distribution and the use to which they are put. Students will explore the justice of this 
use of resources and will consider to what extent the current use of resources can be considered ‘fair’, and the 
impact this has on people and other parts of the world. Students deserve to know what their rights are and to 
understand the meaning of equality and access to necessities. Students scan, in this way, learn about how they 
should be treated and how they should treat others. More importantly, gaining knowledge about human rights law 



 

25 
 

empowers the young from the classroom to the community. 
 
History: 
Communities develop when different groups of people encounter each other, interact and, despite their differences, 
find shared ground and negotiate ways in which they can live alongside each other. History shows us numerous 
examples of successful communities emerging all around the world, even where there was once conflict. Whether 
self-forming or the result of external forces, these communities are based on a shared sense of belonging - the result 
of identifying and appreciating common ground and mutual benefit. However, this shared sense of belonging is not 
always the natural outcome; examples of ‘failed’ communities show that, at times, the differences are felt to be too 
great, or those involved are simply unwilling to negotiate towards building a new community together. As 
individuals, we all make decisions and choices every day, all day long. Regardless of whether we consider our actions 
or just act without thought, we are responsible for the consequences of these actions, whether they are good or 
bad. Studying examples of significant success in the past gives students the opportunity to explore the journey taken 
by those involved before the final goal was achieved.  
 
Finally, an inquiry-based approach tracing Singapore’s origin will be undertaken; identifying Singapore as a port-of-
call serving the maritime trade from the 14th to 19th centuries. The key skills of the IGCSE History course will 
underpin the learning and delivery of this unit, purposefully preparing the students for their IGCSE’s. 
 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

Overview   
This course provides students with opportunities to learn about Judaism and to learn from Judaism. The 
curriculum covers 4 key areas: Jewish Values/ Tikun Olam; Jewish History; Israel/ Zionism, and the 
Holocaust. The curriculum has been designed for SMMIS by our team of international educators.  
  
Students are encouraged to respond to and reflect on the lessons being taught with a strong emphasis on 
an understanding of the impact that Jewish History has had on the Jewish People today.  Jewish values 
have a central focus in this curriculum where students are encouraged to explore Jewish values from 
different perspectives that are thought provoking and meaningful. Each class focuses on Jewish values in 
a way that highlights the distinctive contribution Judaism makes to the challenges of modern life.    
  
This course is taught in an interactive and dynamic way with students being expected to involve 
themselves in research projects and presentations.   
  
Key Outcomes   
Jewish/Universal Values – Tikun Olam  

• To know and understand how the Jewish People have engaged in Social Action throughout the 
ages  
• To understand that Jews have a responsibility to have a positive impact on the world  
• To understand the many similarities Judaism has with other cultures and shared values   
• To develop a lifelong commitment to engaging with the universal values and integrating them into 
their lives    
• To engage in Social Action, as an expression of Jewish values, both inside and outside of the 
Jewish community  

  
Jewish History and the Jewish People  

• To know about and understand the origins and the development of Jewish History and the Jewish 
People  
• To identify with the diversity of individuals and groups that make up the Jewish People     
• To understand the impact Jewish History has had and continues to have on the Jewish People 
today   
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Israel: Zionism  
• To know about and understand the history and development of the modern State of Israel  
• To appreciate Israel as central to the Jewish People  
• To develop a meaningful and life long relationship with the State of Israel  

Holocaust Studies  
• To know and understand the causes of World War Two and the Holocaust (Shoah)   
• To identify the evolution and spread of antisemitism, Anti-Jewish policies and propaganda  
• To identify the consequences of the Holocaust  
• To understand the impact the Holocaust has had and continues to have on the Jewish People 
today   
• To develop a meaningful way to remember and ensure that history doesn’t repeat itself  

  

LANGUAGES 

MFL MANDARIN 
 
The Mandarin curriculum aims to develop the 4 essential skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students 
who study Mandarin sit the Youth Chinese Test (YCT) qualification appropriate to their level at the end of every 
academic year.  
 
Students will cover the following content: 

● Core vocabulary list of 400 words. 
● Develop listening and speaking of high-occurrence sentence patterns relating to social interaction. 
● Comfortable in recognizing high-occurrence Mandarin characters and ability to harness electronic medium 

in Mandarin application and self-learning. 
● Comfortable in using Mandarin in survival situations showing ability to reach beyond the immediacy of the 

situation.  
● Develop insights in given cultural and socio-economic topics. 

 
MFL: Ivrit   
At SMMIS we follow the philosophy of full immersion of the Hebrew language, creating a rich Hebrew 
environment, which leads to a mastery of conversational and written Hebrew.   A progressive Hebrew 
language programme is introduced through the use of themes and concepts which are explored in 
Hebrew.   
  
Hebrew vocabulary holds a main focal point in the study of Hebrew and is emphasised with weekly lists 
and various games and activities. The students practice their language skills by reading and writing 
Hebrew in correlation to the topics taught in class.   
  
In Secondary School the students are divided based on their ability and proficiency in Hebrew. We ensure 
that an appropriate enrichment and levelling programme is implemented in all Hebrew classes.   
  
Secondary School students are expected to be able to write book reports and keep a journal in Hebrew 
using all the skills acquired. They practice and reinforce these skills through various level appropriate 
workbooks. Each class is given a set of Matarot, goals to achieve throughout the year.   
  
A special enrichment programme is offered to Hebrew speakers and the use of various workbooks 
relevant to each level is implemented.   
  
We follow the Israel Ministry of Education recommended syllabus for native Hebrew speakers.  
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MFL: Ivrit, Ulpan Beginners   
We ensure that students that are new to the Hebrew language or that do not have enough prior 
language acquisition are placed in our Ulpan programme, which enables them to have a solid foundation 
before entering the mainstream classroom.   
  
In our Hebrew programme the students placed in Ulpan have an opportunity to move up to the next level 
once a set of goals are acquired. Students are monitored regularly throughout their time in Ulpan.  

 

WORLD RELIGION 

The purpose of World Religion at SMMIS is to provide students with opportunities to learn about and learn from 
the world’s major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. Various aspects of these religions 
are discussed, with knowledge and understanding being built up over the years. Grade 8 will focus on rights and 
responsibilities; ethics and relationships and global issues.  

 

ART 

The Art curriculum follows the International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC) framework that revolves around the 
eight central learning dispositions: responsibility, adaptability, enquiry, morality, thoughtfulness, respect, 
communication and resilience. The curriculum aims to incorporate these life skills through the students’ 
appreciation of art. We seek to promote enthusiasm, a sense of increased personal responsibility and a sense of 
pride in the artwork produced. 
  
Skills: Students will learn how to effectively apply the elements of art (line, shape/form, colour, space, and texture) 
and the principles of design (unity, balance, movement, rhythm, emphasis/focal point and scale/proportion) in 
order to accurately portray one and two-point perspectives, as well as draw and shade objects, people and faces in 
a realistic manner. They will also be able to combine these techniques with the application of tempera, water 
colours, and acrylic paints. 
 
Application: Besides the mediums mentioned above, students will be working with clay by using the pinch-pot, 
slab and coil methods of hand building, and multi-media such as art/colour pencils, oil/chalk pastels, charcoals, 
colour construction paper, scissors, glue, clay, cloth, paints, ink, bushes, beads, feathers, gems, mosaics, craft 
sticks, card board, etc. Students will be encouraged to work with various artistic styles of the past and modern 
time (Realism, Impressionism, Fauvism, Cubism, Pop, Surrealism and Abstract Expressionism) to broaden their 
artistic horizon. 
  
Objective: Our aim is to develop aesthetic values by providing students with the technical skills needed to perceive 
and interpret visual images in various media through realism and by using their imagination. Students will be 
exposed to the design process, creative problem solving, and to help them to see the connections beyond the art 
studio. Student will be able to recognize, distinguish and appreciate art and cultural influences of different cultures 
and historical periods and to analyse, compare, interpret, and evaluate one’s own art, the art of other students 
and of major artists. This is with the aim of enhancing creativity and to develop an awareness of each student's 
inherent creative potential. 
 

PE 

The P.E. curriculum is underpinned by the International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC), facilitating an environment 
for pupils to develop holistically focusing on academic, social and lifelong skills such as respect, resilience and caring 
for others in a sporting context.   These life skills are enhanced through real-life situations in outdoor and adventure 
activities.   
 
In PE activities, the aim is to promote student-led learning in order to encourage students to become independent 
thinkers and creative performers.  Therefore, assessment will focus on the following: 

● Interest 
● Collaboration 
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● Cooperation 
● Skill 
● Fitness level  

 
Through a skills centred approach, we aim to provide students with an opportunity to acquire advanced sports skills 
and strategies focusing on effective performance (attacking, dribbling, teamwork) through a broad range of physical 
activities: 

● Ball games 
● Striking games 
● Athletics 
● Dance 
● Swimming activities 

 
By the end of grade 8, pupils are expected to perform a broad range of advanced sports skills, including the 
monitoring and evaluation of their own performance and that of their peers.  Furthermore, pupils should be able to 
swim a distance of over 50 meters in two different swimming strokes and perform a basic water rescue technique, 
as well as understanding the importance of leading a physical and active lifestyle.  Our curriculum ensures that our 
pupils acquire a knowledge of the benefits of physical activities at both a local and at an international context. 
 

DRAMA 

Our Drama curriculum focuses on developing the key dramatic skills of: 

● Making (exploring, devising, shaping, interpreting) 

● Performing (presenting and producing) 

● Responding (evaluating and applying knowledge and understanding). 

 
Students will learn drama games, movement, acting and stagecraft skills. The students can expect to develop; self-
confidence, imagination, cooperation, concentration, empathy, communication, coordination, problem solving, 
physical fitness and to develop an appreciation of the arts. 
 

MUSIC 

Our Music curriculum aims to develop an appreciation and love of Music in all students through the following aims 
and activities: 
 

● perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 
traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians   

● learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to 
progress to the next level of musical excellence   

● understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-
related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 
notations 

 

PSHE (Personal Social, Health Education) 

PSHE is a developmental program of learning through which children of Grades 1-8 acquire the knowledge, skills 
and understanding to manage their lives now and in future. PSHE builds on the skills for students to develop 
effective relationships, assume greater responsibility and manage personal safety. It will introduce the students to 
a wider world and enable them to make an active contribution to their communities. 

 
 

 


